
 PROCEEDINGS  
 

An extraordinary meeting of the Lancaster City Council was held in the Town Hall, Morecambe, at 
6.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 13 January 2016, when the following Members were present:- 
   
 
 

Jon Barry (Mayor) Caroline Jackson (Deputy Mayor) 

Sam Armstrong June Ashworth 

George Askew Lucy Atkinson 

Stuart Bateson Alan Biddulph 

Eileen Blamire Carla Brayshaw 

Dave Brookes Tracy Brown 

Abbott Bryning Susie Charles 

Darren Clifford Brett Cooper 

Claire Cozler Sheila Denwood 

Rob Devey Charlie Edwards 

Andrew Gardiner Nigel Goodrich 

Mel Guilding Janet Hall 

Tim Hamilton-Cox Janice Hanson 

Colin Hartley Helen Helme 

Brendan Hughes Andrew Kay 

Ronnie Kershaw James Leyshon 

Karen Leytham Roger Mace 

Matt Mann Terrie Metcalfe 

Abi Mills Richard Newman-Thompson 

Rebecca Novell Margaret Pattison 

Robert Redfern Sylvia Rogerson 

Ron Sands Elizabeth Scott 

David Smith Susan Sykes 

Malcolm Thomas Andrew Warriner 

David Whitaker John Wild 

Nicholas Wilkinson Peter Williamson 

Phillippa Williamson Paul Woodruff 

Peter Yates  

 



COUNCIL 13TH JANUARY 2016 
 

 
99 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Joan Jackson and Councillors 

Parkinson, Sherlock and Whitehead.  
  
100 MINUTES  
 
 The minutes of the meeting held on 16 December 2016 were signed by the Mayor as a 

correct record.  
  
101 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
 There were no declarations of interest made at this stage.  
  
102 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 The Mayor had no announcements to make. He allowed Councillor Sykes’ request to 

place on record her thanks to officers of the Council who had been extremely helpful with 
constituents in her ward who had been victims of the recent floods. Councillor Sykes 
named Andrew Dobson, Michael Dagger and Julia Kennedy, in particular.  

  
103 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 
 The Mayor reminded Council that one of the appendices to the public report contained 

legal advice, exempt from publication under Paragraph 5 of Schedule 12A of Section 
100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972. If Members considered it necessary to make 
reference to any of the information in the exempt appendix during discussion of the item, 
Council was recommended to exclude the press and public from the meeting. 
 
Since Members expressed a wish to ask questions about the exempt appendix, Councillor 
Blamire moved, seconded by Councillor Kay: 
 
“That, in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972, the press 
and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business, on the grounds 
that it could involve the possible disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 
5 of Schedule 12A of that Act.”   
  
A vote was taken and the motion was carried. 
 
Resolved: 
 
“That, in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972, the press 
and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business, on the grounds 
that it could involve the possible disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 
5 of Schedule 12A of that Act.”   
 

(Members of the press and public left the Council Chamber at this point.)  
  
104 CONSIDERATION OF OPTIONS FOR THE REGENERATION OF THE CANAL 

CORRIDOR NORTH SITE  
 
 The Chief Executive submitted a report advising Council of the options open to it in relation 

to the existing Development Agreement for the Canal Corridor North and the ongoing 
requirement for regeneration of the site.   
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Members asked a number of questions relating to the legal advice in Appendix 3 of the 
report which was exempt from publication, which the Chief Officer (Governance) 
responded to. When all questions regarding the exempt appendix had been asked, the 
Mayor lifted the exclusion and members of the press and public were invited back into the 
Council Chamber. 
 

(Members of the press and public were invited back into the Council Chamber at 
this point.) 

 
(During the course of the following discussions, Councillor Wilkinson declared an 
interest as a student landlord who also managed properties for other people.) 
 
Questions continued on the public part of the report, which the Chief Officer (Regeneration 
and Planning) responded to. 
 
Councillor Hamilton-Cox, seconded by Councillor Kay proposed: 

That:  

(1) The city council withdraws from the development agreement with British Land (BL); 

(2) The city council expresses its willingness to continue working with BL on the basis 
of the 2002 development brief bearing in mind that the existing land and building 
ownerships of BL make BL the obvious partner; but that the city council also 
responds positively to third parties in respect of all or part of the city council's 
landholdings in, and adjacent to, the Canal Corridor which promotes development 
broadly consistent with the 2002 development brief;  

(3) Officers enter into negotiations with the Grand and Dukes theatres and the 
Musicians' Co-op in order to assist with the delivery of their respective aspirations 
and to draw up proposals for cabinet approval which will provide the land and/or 
buildings on such terms as realistically progress the aspirations of these cultural 
hubs; 

(4) Officers bring forward a report to either full council or cabinet (as appropriate) on 
city centre car parking capacity ahead of the opening of the HM6L 'park and ride' 
scheme at J34, with particular reference to its impact on parking capacity on sites 
in the Canal Corridor, but also on other city centre car parking capacity. 

 
By way of amendment, Councillor Hanson, seconded by Councillor Clifford, proposed: 
 
“That Members note the options available to the Council contained in this report, and 
instruct officers to continue to work with British Land and Lancaster University with the aim 
of scoping a deliverable project for the redevelopment of the Canal Corridor North which 
must take into account:- 
 
(1) The updated evidence of need for retail/leisure and cultural uses available to the 

City Council and informing the preparation of the Lancaster District Local Plan. 
 
(2) Further legal advice which the Council will obtain arising from the legal implications 

linked to the options in this report. 
 
(3) The need to address the regeneration needs of the Grand and Dukes Theatres and 

other cultural operations within the Canal Corridor North. 
 
That a further report be brought to Council to consider the outcome of the above work, in 
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order for Council to determine the way forward for the Canal Corridor North site. That for 
the avoidance of any doubt, British Land be advised that any work they undertake in 
scoping the project will be at their own expense.” 
 
In the course of discussions, Councillor Wilkinson and other Members questioned why 
housing use was not included in the proposition and Councillors Blamire and Clifford 
accepted a friendly amendment, that: 
 
“The wording of (1) be amended to include ‘residential uses’.”  
 
After debate on the amendment, the Mayor called for a vote and a recorded vote was 
taken in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 19.4. 
 
The votes were recorded as follows: 
 
For the amendment: 
Councillors Ashworth, Askew, Atkinson, Bateson, Biddulph, Blamire, Brayshaw, Brown, 
Bryning, Charles, Clifford, Cooper, Cozler, Denwood, Devey, Edwards, Goodrich, Guilding, 
Hall, Hanson, Hartley, Helme, Hughes, Kershaw, Leyshon, Leytham, Mann, Metcalfe, 
Newman-Thompson, Pattison, Redfern, Rogerson, Sands, Scott, Smith, Sykes, Thomas, 
Warriner, Wild, Whitaker, Woodruff, Yates, Peter Williamson and Phillippa Williamson (44). 
Against the amendment: 
Councillors Barry, Kay and Novell (3). 
Abstentions: 
Councillors Armstrong, Brookes, Gardiner, Hamilton-Cox, Mace, Mills and Wilkinson (7). 
 
The Mayor explained that the amendment had now become the substantive motion, and a 
further vote was required. The vote on the substantive motion was clearly carried.  
 
Resolved: 
 
That Members note the options available to the Council contained in this report, and 
instruct officers to continue to work with British Land and Lancaster University with the aim 
of scoping a deliverable project for the redevelopment of the Canal Corridor North which 
must take into account:- 
 
(1) The updated evidence of need for retail/leisure, cultural and residential uses 

available to the City Council and informing the preparation of the Lancaster 
District Local Plan. 

 
(2) Further legal advice which the Council will obtain arising from the legal 

implications linked to the options in this report. 
 
(3) The need to address the regeneration needs of the Grand and Dukes Theatres 

and other cultural operations within the Canal Corridor North. 
 

That a further report be brought to Council to consider the outcome of the above work, in 
order for Council to determine the way forward for the Canal Corridor North site. That for 
the avoidance of any doubt, British Land be advised that any work they undertake in 
scoping the project will be at their own expense. 

  
105 ALLOCATION OF SEATS TO POLITICAL GROUPS  
 
 The Chief Officer (Governance) submitted a report regarding the calculation of 

Proportional Representation (PR). The report also set out various changes to committee 
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membership. 
 
At the December Council meeting, the Conservative Group Leader had indicated that, had 
time allowed, he would have proposed a change to the grouping of committees used in the 
calculation. He had since informed Democratic Services of his suggestion that all the 7 
Member committees of Council (Appeals, Audit, Council Business Committee, Personnel 
and Standards) be grouped together and the calculation made on 35 places. The 
Overview and Scrutiny grouping would remain unchanged and there would be a new 
grouping of the Licensing Act, Licensing Regulatory and Planning and Highways 
Regulatory committees (39 places). This proposal was set out in the report. 
 
Councillor Peter Williamson, seconded by Councillor Edwards, proposed: 
 
“That the proposals for an alternative calculation of PR, as set out in paragraph 2.1 of the 
report, be approved.” 
 
Debate followed, before a vote was taken. With 26 Members voting for the proposition and 
27 voting against, the proposition was lost.   
 
It was noted that, at the meeting on the 16th December 2015 Councillor Sykes was 
appointed to the Budget and Performance Panel and Councillor Askew to the Audit 
Committee, however the Labour group were not asked which members they wished to 
remove from those Committees. The Mayor informed Council that the Labour group 
Administrator had given notice that the group wished to remove Councillor Sherlock from 
the Budget and Performance Panel and Councillor Cozler from the Audit Committee. 
 
Councillor Leyshon formally proposed, seconded by Councillor Mann: 
 
“That Councillor Sherlock be removed from the Budget and Performance Panel and that 
Councillor Cozler be removed from the Audit Committee.” 
 
The Mayor then informed Council that the Conservative Group Administrator had given 
notice of a change to the membership of the Chief Executive Recruitment Committee. 
Councillor Phillippa Williamson proposed that Councillor Gardiner be replaced by 
Councillor Joan Jackson.  Councillor Gardiner seconded the proposal. 
 
Council voted on the propositions for changes to committees, which were carried. 
 
Resolved: 
 
(1) That Councillor Sherlock be removed from the Budget and Performance Panel and 

Councillor Cozler be removed from the Audit Committee. 
 
(2) That Councillor Gardiner be replaced by Councillor Joan Jackson on the Chief 

Executive Recruitment Committee.  
  
106 AMENDMENT TO POLLING DISTRICTS IN THE HEYSHAM CENTRAL WARD  
 
 The Chief Executive submitted a report to agree amendments to the polling districts in the 

Heysham Central Ward which were affected by the polling district review earlier in 2015.  
 
The amendments were to allow more even distribution of electors and allow them to vote 
at two different polling stations. Heysham Road would be used as a dividing line so that 
the electors on the seaward side of Heysham Road would vote at a new polling station at 
Heysham Library and would form HECA polling district, whilst those on the non-seaward 
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side would continue to vote at Mossgate Primary School, forming HECB polling district. 
 
Councillor Brayshaw, seconded by Councillor Ashworth, proposed: 
 
“That the polling districts in the Heysham Central Ward be amended as detailed in the 
report.” 
 
There was no debate and the proposition was clearly carried when put to the vote. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the polling districts in the Heysham Central Ward be amended as detailed in the 
report.  

  
107 APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODY  
 
 Council considered a report of the Chief Officer (Governance) regarding an appointment to 

the King’s Own Royal Regiment Museum Trust. 
 
The Chairman of Trustees of the King’s Own Royal Regiment Museum had written to 
request that the Council appoint its Veterans’ Champion as an ex officio trustee. 
 
Councillor Clifford, seconded by Councillor Brown proposed: 
 
“That the Council’s Veterans’ Champion, Councillor Scott, be appointed as an ex officio 
trustee of the King’s Own Royal Regiment Museum.” 
 
There was no debate and the proposition was clearly carried when put to the vote. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the Council’s Veterans’ Champion, Councillor Scott, be appointed as an ex officio 
trustee of the King’s Own Royal Regiment Museum.  

  
108 LICENSING REGULATORY COMMITTEE - CONSIDERATION OF APPEALS AGAINST 

WARNINGS  
 
 The Chief Executive submitted a report to enable Council to review the implications of a 

decision of the Licensing Regulatory Committee.  
 
Councillor Pattison, seconded by Councillor Metcalfe, proposed: 
 
“That Council notes the report and endorses the decision of the Licensing Regulatory 
Committee on 26 November 2015 in respect of written warnings.” 
 
There was a short debate before a vote was taken and the motion was clearly carried. 
 
Resolved:- 
 
That Council notes the report and endorses the decision of the Licensing Regulatory 
Committee on 26 November 2015 in respect of written warnings. 
  

109 MEMBERS' ACCESS TO INFORMATION  
 
 Council considered a report of the Chief Officer (Governance) to enable Council to 
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consider amendments to the Constitution in accordance with its resolution of 21 October 
2015 regarding Members’ access to information. 
 
Councillors asked a number of questions, which the Chief Officer (Governance) responded 
to. 
 
Councillor Newman-Thompson, seconded by Councillor Hamilton-Cox, proposed: 
 
“That the amendments to the Constitution in Article 2, the Access to Information Procedure 
Rules, the Cabinet Procedure Rules, the Licensing Regulatory Committee Procedure 
Rules (Public Speaking) and the Protocol on Member/Officer Relations, as appended to 
the report, be approved.” 
 
There was no debate and the motion was clearly carried when put to the vote. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the amendments to the Constitution in Article 2, the Access to Information Procedure 
Rules, the Cabinet Procedure Rules, the Licensing Regulatory Committee Procedure 
Rules (Public Speaking) and the Protocol on Member/Officer Relations, as appended to 
the report, be approved.  

  
110 CABINET PORTFOLIOS  
 
 The Leader reported a change of responsibility in Cabinet portfolios to Council in 

accordance with Rule 1.2 of the Cabinet Procedure Rules. 
 
The change was the transfer of responsibility for Rural Areas from Councillor Hanson to 
Councillor Bryning. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the report be noted.  

  
111 MINUTES OF CABINET  
 
 Council considered the Cabinet minutes of the meetings held on 3 November and 1 

December 2015. The Leader and Cabinet Members responded to Councillors’ questions.  
 
Resolved: 
 
That the minutes be noted.  

  
  

 Mayor 
(The meeting finished at 8.00 p.m.) 

 
Any queries regarding these minutes,  

please contact Debbie Chambers, Democratic Services - telephone (01524) 582057 or email 
dchambers@lancaster.gov.uk 


